LIFE IN BRITAIN

In England, Wales and Northern Ireland, 16-17
year olds are more likely to have obtained good

GCSEs and equivalent qualifications if they live
in an area where a high proportion of their
parents’ generation (people generally aged 40-
54) are well qualified.

Because children’s achievement is so strongly
related to that of their parents’ generation,
geographical inequalities in educational
attainment across the country are maintained
over time. However, this is not the case in
Scotland, where there is much less geographical
variability in the proportion of young people
who have qualifications.
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